
SCHOOL & COVID-19 EXPOSURE
Are masks required for students?
No, however they are strongly encouraged inside Ozark School District buildings.

What is a close contact? Close contact is someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative
total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.

What is exclusion? Exclusion occurs when a student or staff member is sent home from school due to a positive
COVID-19 test.

Will close contacts be excluded from school? No. Exclusion will only occur when a student or staff member tests
positive for COVID-19.

Will parents be notified if there is a positive case? We will contact families via email if a student is considered a close
contact advising families to monitor for symptoms.

What is the process if my student tests positive? Please notify your student’s school. The student’s name will only be
shared with authorized personnel. Your student may be out of school for up to 10 days. Our teachers will work
with your student regarding coursework.

If an in-home family member tests positive, should my student stay home? This will depend on the situation with
variables such as isolation, vaccination and exposure. Discuss your situation with your school administrator.

If my student’s teacher is required to stay home, what will happen with instruction for that time? Every classroom will
have a certified substitute teacher. We are working with each teacher’s situation to enable them to teach online,
if they are healthy enough to do so, to help facilitate the learning with the substitute.

If a class or building is instructed to stay at home, does education continue online? In the event we close a single class or
building due to COVID-19, Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI) would begin immediately. Learn more about
AMI in this FAQ.

Is this year’s absence policy changing? We will continue to take attendance as we are required to track this, but we
are removing all attendance incentives for the 2021-22 school year. Attendance is still very important and
administration will continue to work with families with low attendance. If a student is ill, we want them to stay
home.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html#stay6ft
https://www.ozarktigers.org/cms/lib/MO01910080/Centricity/ModuleInstance/17399/AMI_FAQ.pdf

